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Sonoma County Museum 

425 Seventh St, Santa Rosa, California 95401 
Telephone: (707) 579-1500 Fax: (707) 579-4849 

 
You are invited to participate in an oral history project being conducted by Sue Doherty 
of the Sonoma County Museum in Santa Rosa. You were selected as a possible 
participant in this project because of your knowledge of Sonoma County history.  
 
If you decide to participate, we will use an audiotape to record your story. This may be 
used as part of an upcoming exhibit marking the Sonoma County Museum's 
20th anniversary in March 2005. The exhibition will highlight the Museum’s permanent 
collection of photographs and oral histories, along with selected art and artifacts, to 
reveal Sonoma Stories, both known and unknown. Recently recorded oral histories, such 
as yours, will comprise a portion of the exhibit. 
 
Any information that is obtained in connection with this oral history and that can be 
identified with you will remain confidential and will be disclosed only with your 
permission or as required by law. If you give us your permission by signing this 
document, we plan to disclose only to the Sonoma County Museum and its public that 
portion of the recording that tells a short story pertaining to Sonoma County history for 
the purpose of this exhibition and posterity.  
 
If you decide to participate, you are free to withdraw your consent and to discontinue 
participation at any time without prejudice.  
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (707) 578-0651 or through e-
mail at storiesmatter@yahoo.com. 
 
Thank you for your time and interest. 
 
Sue Doherty, Research Assistant 
Sonoma County Museum 
 
 
YOU ARE MAKING A DECISION WHETHER OR NOT TO 
PARTICIPATE. YOUR SIGNATURE INDICATES THAT YOU HAVE 
DECIDED TO PARTICIPATE HAVING READ THE INFORMATION 
PROVIDED ABOVE. 
 
Name:       Date:  
Signature:  
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TRANSCRIPT OF VIDEO INTERVIEW WITH SONG WONG BOURBEAU 

CONDUCTED BY GAYE LEBARON  
 

Transcription:  

Interview with Song Wong Bourbeau 

Date 19 November 1994 

Interviewed for SCM by Gaye LeBaron 

Transcribed by Sue Doherty (Winter 2004) 

Total number of tapes: 1 VHS 

Gaye LeBaron (GLB):  Do you remember my mother?  

Song Wong Bourbeau (SWB):  Sure. 

GLB:  First of all Song, tell us your full name, your correct name. 

SWB:  It would be Song Wong.  

GLB:  And-- 

SWB:  Bourbeau. 

GLB:  Talk to me about where you were born and who your parents were.  Tell me the 

story of your life. 

SWB:  I was born here in Santa Rosa, October 7, 1909.  Dr. Lane was the doctor who 

brought me into this world. I was born on Second Street.  

GLB:  Tell me about your mother. 

SWB:  My mother was born in San Francisco.  Her name was Lun Wing and it was my 

dad’s fourth wife.  I have a little brother, Harry Wong. 

GLB:  And your dad, your father’s name? 



SWB:  My dad was from Canton.  His name was Tom Wing Wong.  

GLB:  When did your dad come to Santa Rosa? 

SWB:  He came when he was a teenager.  They brought him, they sent him here from 

Canton, China.  And he worked in a shoe factory.  

GLB:  In San Francisco? 

SWB:  And then he came up here to Santa Rosa.  And then he worked in the different hop 

fields and all the ranches and everything.  And then he became kind of a boss and he had 

all these Chinese come from China.  And then we lived next door to where there was a 

Chinese temple, and he was in charge of that.  And then he had roomers and boarders.  

He got Chinese to come from China to do all the different kind of work. 

GLB:  What kind of work did they do, Song? 

SWB:  Farm work, any work that was available, cooking.  In fact, two of my brothers, 

one of them worked in Mary Jessie Hospital, he cooked there.  Then another brother 

worked at Solar Vista Sperry Flour (?).  Isn’t Solar Vista down there in--  

GLB:  Sonoma Valley. 

SWB:  Glen Ellen, or some place down there. 

GLB:  Spreckles. 

SWB:  And then another brother (these are all half brothers), except Harry, Harry’s my 

full brother.  He’s my baby brother.  One brother had a laundry on Second and D streets.  

In fact, Chinatown was D to Main Street.  

GLB:  Along Second Street and First Street too? 

SWB:  First Street was mostly Japanese.  There was a colored man named Joe, he made . 

. . in fact, he was the only colored man.  He sold tamales.  He had a little cart and he took 



tamales all over; and he had a regular route.  

GLB:  And he lived on 1st street too? 

SWB:  He lived on First where the Japanese people were.  Then there were mostly 

Japanese on First Street.  But we lived in a house that we raised all our own food, 

chickens, and rabbits, and pigeons.  If we wanted something we just went out in the 

backyard and get it, we had our own garden. Then we had an apple dryer. And we use to 

dry apples and sulfur them and send them to market. 

GLB:  Did you have more men living in Chinatown? 

SWB:  In fact, they were all men. My dad brought all these men over.  There was no 

women.  My mother was the only woman.  She did all the cooking.  

GLB:  You did too.  

SWB:  For the roomers and the boarders.  And then in the winter time when there’s no 

work they’d start to have fan-t’an and all the lotteries, and everything going, all the little 

shacks.  There was Quan Sing, that’s Uncle Charlie’s store.  And then my dad had a 

store, it had groceries, Chinese groceries and American groceries.  In fact, they raised 

tobacco in the backyard too.  My mother and I would sit for hours rolling cigarettes with 

rice paper, cut rice paper.  

GLB:  How many people do you think lived in Chinatown in the early part of the 

century? 

SWB:  Oh, maybe less than a hundred.  And each little place they had a little dominos. 

They all took turns to have their little dominos and Mah Jong games.  They had a regular 

Chinese lottery.   And a lottery isn’t--it’s like--I guess you call it the beginner Chinese, 



it’s all words, and they’re not numbers.  In fact, the first word is God; the first word in the 

lottery ticket.  And you go up and down, you read it up and down, you don’t go sideways.  

GLB:  How did they pick the numbers? 

SWB:  With four bowls.  There’s eighty words, each word means something.  They play 

the lottery like superstition.   Somebody’s birthday, well they go and play.  In fact, my 

name’s on there.  If they want to play, like--it’s going to rain.  It’s superstition, they play 

by hunches.  

GLB:  When they choose what words, how do they choose? 

SWB:  The four bowls.  They take those eighty words and they stir them up.  They put 

them in the four bowls and they pick.  And they have dice and they roll the dice and 

whatever bowl that comes out of they take those bowls and those are the ones that are the 

winners.  

GLB:  How much money were we talking about Song?  If you went down to Chinatown 

and played the lottery and all my words came up, how much would you win? 

SWB:  At first it was only about a hundred dollars that they could win.  But, as time went 

on, well, it was more.  In fact, there were two or three lotteries.  

GLB:  Would people come from outside Chinatown to play? 

SWB:  They were mostly Chinese people, who played it, but once and awhile a 

Caucasian would come in and play a ten-cent ticket, but they have to win all nine 

numbers to win a big amount of money.  It would be ninety dollars anyways; they 

wouldn’t get very much.  But, they’d have regulars that go and play.  

GLB:  Did Caucasians come to Chinatown a lot to go to the stores or--? 

SWB:  Oh, they come.  They buy different things.  You know, we have . . . my dad sold 



both American and Chinese goods.  The neighborhood they’d come down.  We had a 

man that brought fresh milk.  

GLB:  Do you remember who he was? 

SWB:  They’d bring their cans and buy the milk.  

GLB:  Do you remember who the man was that brought milk? 

SWB:  Henry.  Henry always brought the milk everyday.  And then we’d have like 

holiday time and sell fireworks. 

GLB:  Like New Years? 

SWB:  Well, Fourth of July too.  In fact, there’s so many.  Let’s see, Fourth of July, New 

Years. What else?  See, Chinese have so many holidays.  In fact, they have so many 

holidays, two holidays a month –the first and the fifteenth every month.  Then they have 

moon festivals. They have just so many different holidays.  

GLB:  And were these all celebrated in Chinatown? 

SWB:  Yes, it’s an old tradition. 

GLB:  You told me once about the Caucasian people coming for Chinese New Years, that 

they would come down. 

SWB:  My mother did a lot of the cooking, and they’d have regular banquets.  So, mostly 

the Chinese people have their own dinners and everything.  But, the Caucasians, they’d 

come in -- and so, everybody’s welcome, as far as that goes.  

GLB:  Did they have special friends in the Caucasian community? 

SWB:  There were different families.  My dad use to hire all these Chinese they’d have 

them come over.  And then, of course, he made his own whiskey.  In fact, Frank P. 

Doyle, Luther Burbank, and Henry Ford, they use to come over, drink some of my dad’s 



booze.  

GLB:  They called your dad the mayor of Chinatown, didn’t they? 

SWB:  Yes, that’s what they called my dad.  Then Moon use to help my grandpa with a 

lot of things.  

GLB:  Tell us about your grandpa and Moon now.  Your grandpa’s name was? 

SWB:  Poy Jam. 

GLB:  Poy Jam, your mother’s father? 

SWB:  Yes, my mother’s father. 

GLB:  His brother was Young Moon? 

SWB:  Yes. 

GLB:  For some reason now the Elks Club called him Ah Moon? 

SWB:  He liked to be called Ah Moon.  He came here and worked at a winery in Glen 

Ellen.  In fact, he said, “I’m the best brandy maker!”  Grandpa worked for O’Brien, the 

coffee king.  So, that’s how he started Jam Kee.  

GLB:  Where was the first Jam Kee restaurant? 

SWB:  On Second Street.  In fact, it was just two tables.  

GLB:  It was just for the Chinese then? 

SWB:  Yes. 

GLB:  How long did your father live, Song? 

SWB:  Dad got the flu. 

GLB:  1918? 

SWB:  Yes, 1918.  That’s when I lost him. 



GLB:  And your mother? 

SWB:  I guess, I lost mother in ’39, I think, because she walked across the Golden Gate 

Bridge, so it must have been after. 

GLB:  So it must have been after ’37. 

SWB:  Yes.  It was two or three years after that.  

GLB:  When did all the Chinese leave Chinatown? 

SWB:  All the Chinese, they just disappeared because there was no work for them.  And 

then also some of them got so old, they just--in fact, they just all-they had--we had 

younger people come here, but there was no work for them. 

GLB:  What about the Jeung’s?  Like Henry Jeung’s?  When did that family come? 

SWB:  Well, I don’t remember the year, but Henry Jeung’s mother and my mother were 

friends, that’s chums, in San Francisco.  That’s how it came about.  And Henry came to 

Santa Rosa to help out at the butcher shop. 

GLB:  At which market, do you remember? 

SWB:  Diamond Market.  And then he went to high school, in fact, with my brother 

Harry. 

GLB:  And they were close to your family? 

SWB:  Well, Henry and Alyce’s children are my godchildren -- Jadyne and, of course, we 

lost Teenie.  In fact, Greg just got married.  

GLB:  How many other Chinese families were there that lived here through the years 

after the Depression during the war? 

SWB:  There wasn’t too many families here.  In fact, I was the only Chinese going to 

school.  I can still remember it too because my dad had to take me to school and would 



come and get me because they beat me up and they use to . . . I had long hair and they 

would tie it to anything they could tie it to, put my hair in inkwells.  

GLB:  Were you afraid to go to school? 

SWB:  I was scared.  In fact, at recess, I hardly ever went outside because unless a 

teacher was with me.  They’d always call me “teacher’s pet,” but they always beat me up; 

so, I never could get near any play equipment or anything.  

GLB:  Any of those people that use to beat you up, did they ever come into your 

restaurant when they got older? 

SWB:  Well, we laugh about it now.  In fact, some of them have come back here and 

retired and they use to laugh about how they treated me.  

GLB:  Laugh about it?  Do you laugh about it? 

SWB:  Oh yes, I laugh about it. I don’t . . . in fact, we . . . Charles and I have been invited 

to different things and they see my face and they say, “I don’t think you have an 

invitation, or something like that.”  So, I’m use to that, too.   

GLB:  Now, you and Charles went to high school together, didn’t you?  Was he your 

boyfriend in high school? 

SWB:  No, not really. 

GLB:  And when did you get married? 

SWB:  Oh, gosh, in the ‘20s.  And, it’s been . . . He was so good to my family and all.  In 

fact, they accepted him very nicely and all, so I just . .. . he was so good to my grandpa 

and everything.  Things just worked out beautifully.  

GLB:  You were married a long time. 

SWB:  Well, if he was living it would be 65 years.  



GLB:  When did you close the restaurant on Third Street and move over to Fifth? 

SWB:  We moved to Fifth Street in ’66. 

GLB:  And the restaurant burned in . . .? When was the fire? 

SWB:  Two years ago . . . three years ago. 

GLB:  So, it would have been ’91? . . 92? 

SWB:  Three years ago, I guess.  Because, see, I lost Charles in ’88.   About three years 

the fire was. 

GLB:  You didn’t open the restaurant after Charles died? 

SWB:  Well, they torched the back of it and it smoked up everything, so I just . . . 

GLB:  I meant, after Charles died, you didn’t open? 

SWB:  Well, no. I was going to, I debated, I thought, well . . . But then I just didn’t.  I 

couldn’t make up my mind to do it or not, so the fire took care of the situation.  

GLB:  Tell us a little bit, Song, about you.  You have been active, specifically, in two 

organizations, in the Soroptomists and in the American Legion Auxiliary, is that right? 

SWB:  Oh, I’m a Charter member of the Soroptomists, with about a hundred percent 

attendance. 

GLB:  Didn’t they name a scholarship for you? 

SWB:  Yes, they did, but I can’t think of the name of it . . . State scholarship. 

GLB:  What about the American Legion?  They have honored you all over the place, 

haven’t they? 

SWB:  Yes, they have. 

GLB:  You don’t want to talk to me about all your honors, do you?  I don’t mean to 

embarrass you.  Let’ go back to--  



SWB:  No. I was Business Woman of the Year for BPW first; and then I was unique (?) 

member of the American Legion Auxiliary of California and then, lets see . . . 

GLB:  Let’s go back to Chinatown; let’s go back to the old Chinatown . . . The picture 

that I have of Chinatown that was in the book . . .  

SWB:  That’s where I was born.  

GLB:  How many buildings were there, do you think? 

SWB:  There was about . . . I’d say about ten on each side of the street.  Then there was a 

house toward main street, Japanese people lived there.  They had the laundry on First 

Street. Market laundry, Iwoka (sp).  They lived in a house toward Main Street and then 

Dutch people came along and they tore some of it down and they were going toward 

Main Street.  And then there was a service station on the corner of Main and Second.   

And then across the street they built a hotel there.  Then the Stevenson’s came along and 

took part of that property.  And then Malm’s Metal came along and took part of it.  

GLB:  Who owned the property in Chinatown? Did your father own the land? 

SWB:  No, they wouldn’t let Chinese people own any property then. 

GLB:  So he paid rent, everybody paid rent? 

SWB: Yes. Probably ten dollars a month, I think.  Five. 

GLB:  Do you remember who owned it? 

SWB:  In fact, Charles’s two uncles owned part of it: the Bisorties, and then on the other 

side, the Hahmans had a home on Third Street; their property they owned was from Third 

to Second, and they had part of the property.  And then Raz came along and built Raz’s 

welding. And then Proll came along, he was fixing cars.  P-r-o-l-l.  In fact, he helped 

fixed all the kid’s bicycles that came along.  I seen kids go in there and he’d fix bicycles 



for them and everything.  And then they tore my brother’s laundry down and built a 

house there on the corner of D and Second streets.  That took the buildings down. 

GLB:  What was the name of your brother’s laundry? 

SWB:  He didn’t have a name for the laundry, but his name was Bok.  He’s in the family 

picture that they have here.  But, you know, there were no dryers in those days you know; 

they hung everything outside -- up on strung wires all over.  I don’t know how they did 

dry the clothes in the wintertime.  In fact, he was saying the he was the largest packing 

laundry was, I think a dollar for a family laundry. 

GLB:  And Caucasians brought their laundry there? 

SWB:  Yes.  And then there was a laundry some relatives had, seeing my brother doing 

so well.  Over there where the Topaz Room was, there was a laundry there.  

GLB:  Right on the plaza.  

SWB:  Yes, so, they were the two Chinese laundries. 

GLB: Do you know when your father first came to Santa Rosa? 

SWB:  No, I don’t know what the date was.  I was looking up and trying to see if I could 

find some documents. 

GLB:  Before 1900 though? 

SWB:  Yes.  In fact, they wouldn’t let me bury him in the cemetery in Odd Fellows or 

anywhere else.  Had to bury him where all the other people were . . .  

GLB:  Where the poor people were. 

SWB:  Because they wouldn’t let me bury him anywhere else.  I’m hoping they never did 

pave it over.  I never did go see it.  

GLB:  I don’t think they did.  That’s the cemetery where they were going to build the 



parking lot by Community Hospital. 

SWB:  No.  Well, with your help but I often wonder if they paved it over.  

GLB:  And your mother, is she buried . . .? 

SWB:  No.  I took her to San Francisco because they didn’t want . . . I couldn’t bury her 

here, they wouldn’t allow it. 

GLB:  Even in the 1930s.  

SWB:  Yes.  My grandpas here at Odd Fellows and, in fact, he’s there with Bobby 

Wong’s father and mother.  He’s . . . let’s see now, how is he related to me . . . he’s my 

dad’s half brother, Bobby’s father.  

GLB:  Dr. Wong? 

SWB:  Bobby.  You know Bobby.  Sure you do.  

GLB:  Oh, maybe I do.  Yes.  

SWB:  Bobby, Sam, and Minnie Wong.  

GLB:  There’s another Wong who is a doctor. 

SWB:  Yes, you’re thinking of Ken Wong, Dr. Ken Wong. 

GLB:  Yes, Ken Wong. 

SWB:  This is Bobby. 

GLB:  Ken Wong is not related? 

SWB:  No, he’s a Wong, but  . . . all the Wong’s are supposed to be related. 

GLB:  Tell me again, your full name and when you were born. 

SWB:  Song Wong  . . . Bourbeau 

GLB:  You were born? 

SWB:  October 7, 1909. 



GLB:  In Santa Rosa? 

SWB:  In Santa Rosa, on Second Street. 

GLB:  And your mother was? 

SWB:  Lun Wing born in San Francisco. 

GLB:  And your father? 

SWB:  Tom Wing Wong, he’s from Canton, China. 

GLB:  Now, let’s talk about Tong Wars.  Tell me about Tong Wars. 

SWB:  Well, we lived next door to a Chinese temple and they  . . .different Chinese, you 

know, they have several, how shall I say, like gangs.  So, they get into problems like 

gambling and things like that in the bay area and everything.  And they pay these men, 

say a hundred dollars to go kill them.  They’d come up here and hide.  Because they 

know that my dad had a boardinghouse and everything and they come up here every once 

and awhile they catch one.  Being I was the only girl in the family, well, we had this 

temple that my dad took care of.  We have what we call kitchen god and outdoor gods 

and all that.  It’s my chore, every morning before I went to school to put, well, incense on 

each one of these gods before I go to school and at night when I come home.  So, every 

once in awhile I see a body laying out there in the alley.  They would get into an 

argument over maybe opium debt or gambling debt.  In fact, in the old days, you know, 

opium was . . . I see, my name is Song, a boys name, and they all think I’m a boy, so they 

would be all over the floor smoking opium and everything.  They never thought anything 

about it because they think I’m a boy.  So, I had to go in there and put these incense on 

that god.  So, I use to get a big kick out of it.  

GLB:  They smoked opium in the temple? 



SWB:  No, you see they have one room.  They don’t sit and smoke like cigarettes, they 

lay on the floor and smoke this opium.  I don’t think they every found out that I was a 

girl, because I wore Chinese clothes when I went to school.  My mother made all my 

clothes for me.  So, this temple next door - it’s tradition for them to go in.  They don’t use 

it like a church or anything; they use it for . . . traditional.  They go in and they call it . . . 

they get down on their knees and pray.  They don’t have no minister or anything.  So, we 

have, especially on the first of the month and the fifteenth of the month, we have to put 

chickens and oranges and food there for them to pray.  

GLB:  Like on the altar? 

SWB:  Yes.  

GLB:  And that cloth, that beautiful altar cloth you have, your mother made that, didn’t 

she? 

SWB:  No, it came from China.  But, I’m glad to have saved it.  So, holiday time we 

hung it outside and other times it was inside.  

GLB:  Did they decorate, like Chinese New Year’s was there a lot of red and gold? 

SWB:  Yes, red is very traditional.  My dad had to quite bringing these Chinese here.  

Tom Geary was supposed to be a friend.  He’s the one that put the Exclusion Act up on 

the Chinese.  

GLB:  When he was in Congress. 

SWB:  In fact, he use to drink a lot of my dad’s whiskey and then he goes and puts this 

through.  That’s why we couldn’t get any more Chinese people here.  

GLB:  Where did the opium come from? 



SWB:  It came from China in little cans. They’d ship it over just like you’d ship a dozen 

eggs or any thing.  

GLB:  Did the police ever come down and . . .?  

SWB:  It looks like tar.  

GLB:  Black? 

SWB:  Yes.  In little cans about, I’m guessing -- maybe a pound.  A pound of tar. 

GLB:  Did the police ever come down? 

SWB:  In those days opium was free just like a person that would smoke a cigarette.  Of 

course, that was in my youth, when I was a little kid, of course, later it was against the 

law to have it. 

GLB:  Song, there were Chinatowns in the other towns around here too, in Sebastopol 

and Petaluma.  Did you ever visit any? 

SWB:  Sebastopol.  My cousin lived in Sebastopol in Old Chinatown. 

GLB:  What was his name? 

SWB:  Ernest Wong, Bessy Wong.  

GLB:  Where was the old Chinatown in Sebastopol? 

SWB:  Where Pellini’s is now, that alley.  Then new Chinatown is where the vinegar 

works is now.  

GLB:  And what about Healdsburg, did they have a Chinatown? 

SWB:  No. There was one restaurant there.  My uncle had it, right on the corner there, as 

you go in to the square 

GLB:  What was his name? 

SWB:  They all called him Fat because he was so heavy.  



GLB:  What about Petaluma, was there a Chinatown there? 

SWB:  No they didn’t have a Chinatown.  There were a few Chinese there.  They had a 

laundry.  Later years they had a grocery store.  

GLB:  Did people come from the other Chinatowns to the temple in Santa Rosa? 

SWB:  Well, they had no transportation.  Horse and buggy you know.  That’s how my 

dad got around to see all the farms and haul all the Chinese. 

GLB:  Your dad was like a labor contractor, wasn’t he? 

SWB:  Yes.  

GLB:  If they needed people to pick apples or hops, he would supply them the crew.  

SWB:  Yes.  In fact, they would gamble among themselves and loose all their money and 

then they don’t have enough money to buy food and they’d come to my dad.  I can still 

remember them talking about it.  My dad would say about the money, well, I’ll give you 

the meal instead.  It seems like my mother was forever cooking.  

GLB:  You learned to cook very young too, didn’t you? 

SWB:  Yes. I stood on a box and washed rice.  My Uncle Charlie, he had a store two 

doors from there.  Charlie Quang Sing, it was. See, he was my dad’s half brother.  They 

were competing with each other in the grocery business and firecrackers.  

GLB:  They sold a lot of firecrackers. 

SWB:  Yes.  I use to worry about fire.  The American kids, the Caucasian kids would 

come over and buy the firecrackers and they’d light them by the package and throw them 

up on the shacks and I’m thinking . . . they whole things going to go.  I use to be scared to 

death.  It never happened.  

GLB:  There was never any big fire? 



SWB:  No. 

GLB:  What about the Japanese people -- The Iwoka’s and the Sanyo’s? 

SWB:  They had a nice store there and everything.  That was after the years my uncle and 

my dad, you know, didn’t have the store any more.  They started up and it was very, very 

nice.  

GLB:  You got along fine, didn’t you? 

SWB:  Oh, yes. 

GLB:  Did they go away? 

SWB:  In fact, they had a little church around the corner.  It was a family and they had a 

little church and they had all the Japanese people together.  They were over there on First 

Street.  There were maybe five or six families of Japanese.  Of course, by then, they were 

younger than myself, so they were accepted at school. 

GLB:  So, things got better for them? 

SWB:  Yes.  

GLB:  Do you remember them going away to camp during W.W.II?  Or were they gone 

already? 

SWB:  No, they were gone already. Dr. Hiruro in Sebastopol, the dentist -- think he went 

in the service, and the Japanese in Sebastopol.  There was none here.  Then there was a 

lot of Chinese move here that bought Chicken ranches so they wouldn’t have to go in the 

service -- in later years, W.W.II.  

GLB:  When you look back on those Chinatown years, were they pleasant memories? 

SWB:  Oh, yes, but I was so young then, I don’t . . . See, there was so much . . . See, I 

was the only Chinese around here, they resented me.  In fact, I feel like they just hated 



me.  I was afraid.  I was afraid to even go down the street by myself.  My mother would 

say go down to the store and get something, but I was afraid to go because I figured they 

would beat me up.  Which, sometimes they did. But, as years went by . . . I was afraid I’d 

get hurt, that’s all.  

GLB:  Did that stop after you married Charles?  Did that all stop, were you accepted 

then? 

SWB:  No. Bourbeau didn’t mean nothing to the people.  When they seen me, well, they 

just, in fact, to this day, some people aren’t very happy. 

GLB:  That’s amazing considering all you’ve done. 

SWB:  So, I just . . . I laugh about it.  

GLB:  You’re a good person and you’ve been very important to Santa Rosa.  

SWB:  When I went back to the national convention.  I don’t know if I ever told you or 

not, but I went to get my reservation.  I told them my name, Song Bourbeau, and they 

looked at me and they just shut the door on me, in fact.  

GLB:  Where was this? 

SWB:  In the hotel in Fort Worth, Texas.  So, I got in touch with the national 

president/secretary and I said, well, I had my reservation -- and they accepted my 

reservation and took my money and everything.  There was another delegate with me, she 

says well, she was surprised, you know, then they said to me, afterwards, you know, it 

was somebody who didn’t understand me or something.  They made all kinds of excuses. 

But, I know that when they saw my face they just didn’t want.  Then I ended having to 

help a Chinese girl was receiving a scholarship from a national BPW, they were 

sponsoring scholarships and this gal from China received it and she didn’t talk a bit of 



English.  They needed me to talk to her, to accept her scholarship.  They couldn’t do 

enough for me.  But, I said . . . But, it wasn’t the delegates or anything, it was this man at 

this desk taking people in from the reservations.  They were surprised that they did that to 

me.  But, I said I was use to that, that didn’t bother me.  

GLB:  Now, there are a lot of Chinese here now.  And there is a Chinese American club. 

SWB:  I know, they asked me to join. 

GLB:  Did you? 

SWB:  No. I think I probably will someday, I don’t know.  Maybe when I meet the gals. 

Yeah, I think it’s wonderful that there are so many here and they’re organized.  You 

know, they can do so many things.  

THE END 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX D 

TRANSCRIPT OF AUDIO INTERVIEW WITH JADYNE BUCCHOLZ AND  
ALYCE HANLY CONDUCTED BY SUE DOHERTY  

 
 
Transcription: 

Interview Alyce Hanly and her daughter Jadyne Buchholtz  

Date: January 19, 2005 

Interviewed for SCM by Sue Doherty for an exhibition entitled: Secrets, Shadows, and 

Myths: 150 Years of Sonoma Stories 

Total number of tapes: 1 sixty-minute Maxell audiotape 

 Sue Doherty (SD):  The Sonoma County Museum celebrates its twentieth anniversary in 

March 2005 with an exhibition that delves into the Museum’s permanent collection of 

photographs and oral histories, along with selected art and artifacts, to reveal “Sonoma 

Stories”–-both well known and unknown.  Stories are passed down through generations 

and each generation has their own stories to tell.  One display in particular will be 

dedicated to, Song Wong Bourbeau, a woman of Chinese American heritage who left 

quite a legacy behind through her philanthropic acts, business acumen, and family 

heirlooms bequeathed to the Sonoma County Museum.  Here to reminisce about Song 

and the heritage of our local Chinese citizens is Song’s goddaughter, Jadyne Buchholz 

and Jadyne’s mother, Alyce Hanly. 

SD:  May we speak first about when you were born, where you were born, when you 

came to Santa Rosa, or were you born in Santa Rosa? 



Alyce Hanly (AH):  No, I was born in Stockton, California and grew up in San Francisco.  

Then I met my husband, my first husband.  He had a butcher shop on Fourth Street, the 

Diamond Meat Market.  And so he bought a home here when we got married.   

SD:  His name? 

AH:  His name is Henry Jeung. So, we lived way out in the country on Wright Road.  

That was right across the street from the airfield.  So, then he worked all day and come 

home late at night and I was out there by myself.  So, I said, “Please, can we move into 

town?” because, it was a long way then from Wright Road to town.  

SD:  Well, what year are we . . .? 

Jadyne Buchholz (JB): ’46, you got married. 

AH:  Yeah, ’46 I got married.  And, then, so he looked around and in ’47 that’s when we 

built Vallejo Street.  Well, we went down, he looked around in town on Bush Street and 

he found an empty lot, so he wants to buy the lot to build a home.  They say, “No 

Orientals Allowed!”  So, he said, OK.  So, then one day this retired policeman came, 

“Hey, Henry, I thought you wanted to buy this lot on Bush Street.”  Henry said, “Ah, they 

wont sell to Orientals.”  “Oh, is that right, well I have a better lot than that.  It’s right 

there on the corner of Brookwood and Vallejo, you want to buy it?”  Henry said, “You 

sure you want to sell to me?”  He said, “Yeah, it’s my property I can do whatever I 

want.”  So, Henry bought it from him. 

SD:  Very good. 

AH:  Yeah.  So, we start building the house.  And, the neighborhood around there, was 

quite upset about it, and so they said, “Well, we don’t want Orientals in here.”  So some 

of them said, “Let’s have a vote.”  We were voted in.   



SD:  Very good, yes. I’ve heard similar stories that there was actually a lot of support. 

You know, there was plenty of opposition, but there was plenty of support too.  The 

NAACP chapter got started here because of a lot of support from Euro-Americans.   

AH:  So, that’s how we— 

JB:  But, Dad knew Nern for a long time. 

AH:  Oh, yes.  

JB:  Yeah, because he came up from San Francisco after he graduated from high school, 

which would have been, I think I figured about ’34 or ’35.  I guess he was born in 1916.  

So, he came up here and, somebody told me this, I don’t know who, but, he had an older 

brother and the father had wanted the older brother to come up here and be part of this 

Meat Market, which was owned by another Chinese family, and that older brother didn’t 

want to, so then my father did.  So, he came up about ’30—probably’34 or ’35, 

somewhere in there.  But, they didn’t get married until ’46.  So, he knew Song because 

she had been here forever; because she was born and raised in Santa Rosa, and because 

there weren’t very many Chinese people in those days they all became very tight.  So, 

then when he married my mother then, of course, Song befriended her, too.   

SD:  So, how many were in the community at that time?  Do you have any idea? 

AH:  Oh, not too many families—but quite a few Japanese, because the Japanese have 

agriculture (somewhat unintelligible), you know.  That’s about it. 

JB:  Well, when we were growing up, I can remember that you guys would always have 

people for dinner.  They would have “the Chinese” in town; and there were only, besides 

Nern and Bo (“my sister and I called him  BooBoo for short because his last name was 

Bourbeau and we pronounced it BOOBOO” this explanation added by speaker after 



reading transcription), there were only about—what, one other Chinese family?  The 

Wong’s—and--the National Dollar Store, have you heard that name? 

SD:  Ah, huh. 

JB:  That was founded by a Chinese fellow, and they had different branches.  So, the 

managers of the National Dollar Stores, were always Chinese men, and typically they 

were single.  And, so, over the course of several years we would always have these 

single, Chinese men coming to our house.  My mother would befriend them and make 

them dinner and then they play--they’d have a standard poker night where they would all 

come over--but it was really small probably fewer than, I think when I was young maybe 

less than a couple dozen in Santa Rosa itself, that I knew of.  She might remember more. 

AH:  That’s about it. 

SD:  Do you remember hearing stories like from Poy Jam (improper pronunciation), 

Song’s grandfather? He was alive until ’57, I believe. 

AH:  I think it was about that year.  Oh, he was elderly and he--was an Uncle to Song 

really. 

JB:  You mean Jam Poy  

AH:  Yeah, Jam Poy. Uncle, yeah.  

SD:  He was the one that had the restaurant?  He was an Uncle? 

AH:   Yeah, ah, huh, Jam Poy.  So, he was too old, so Song took over the restaurant.  

Song and Charlie.  

SD:  Right, but do you think originally, before Song had it, back when it first opened, 

was it a partnership, do you think?  Do you know anything about it? 

AH:  No, Jam Poy, always was the only owner.  



SD:  Because there’s no record of it, but there is a record that he had the first store (sic 

restaurant).  But, there is one directory from 1885 that says that a fella named Kee owned 

a business, it doesn’t say which business but it was on Second Street, where—the first 

restaurant was on Second Street.  So if it’s Kee, how did he get the name Jam Kee?  

Maybe— 

JB:  The old restaurant was on Third Street, not Second Street, that I remember.   

SD:  Yeah, but apparently, it was supposedly on Second street, when it first started there 

were two tables, then it moved to Third Street, and then it moved to Fifth Street.  

AH:  Oh.  

SD:  And, so— 

AH:  See, I don’t know anything about the Second Street.  That’s where Chinatown 

was—Santa Rosa’s Chinatown was right around there.  

SD:  Now, how much of Chinatown was left when you moved here?  Because they had 

just started taking it down in the ‘30s and ‘40s? 

AH:  No--- 

SD:  It was all gone? 

AH:  Yeah.  I never had seen it, you know.  

SD:  Yeah.  Do you know how to read Chinese characters?  

AH:  A few. 

SD:  Yeah?  Because I’ve got--quite a few things that have writing on it.  It would be nice 

to have it translated too.  Do you have any favorite stories about being here as a young 

married woman? 



AH:  Well--see, Diamond Meat Market was well known.  But, during the Second World 

War, when the Japanese, you know, bombed Pearl Harbor, well, I know we have to wear 

a badge—“I am Chinese,” because otherwise when you go up town they think you’re 

Japanese and boy you really get the –- 

SD:  Yeah, you’d be sent off to Manzanar or somewhere. 

JB:  Get the evil eye, yeah.  

SD to JB:  How was it for you growing up and going to a school that was predominately 

white, I’m sure? 

JB:  You know, I think the only time I really felt I was discriminated against is-- When 

we were growing up, I have a younger sister, she was two years younger than I am, and I 

can remember that there were some families on our block who wouldn’t let their 

daughters play with us, and they were probably the people that voted no. You know, 

when my parents wanted to buy that—but, there were a couple of families were it was 

OK, but otherwise.  I never felt really different, you know, except that I knew, that struck 

me as being really strange, that why couldn’t—and then we went to St. Rose School.  

And there were, there was a Filipino family.   And, do you know Mary Ellen         

Silipo (unintelligible) at Ursuline, her family--she’s a counselor at Ursuline.  But, 

anyway, her family is a big Filipino family and they also went all through St. Rose.  So, I 

think we were the only Asians that I can recall.  But the nuns just made us feel very 

welcome and special and I don’t think all through elementary school and even high 

school I never felt different or discriminated against.  But, I just have memories of when I 

was younger.  And sometimes going shopping downtown I just felt like people were just 

looking at me strange and I wasn’t being waited on or something and I just thought, 



what’s going on here? You know. But, not really overt, what I call overt, just more—and 

not name-calling, or anything like that. But, just sort of more— 

AH:  Oh, yeah.  At Doyle Park, when you first went to school there, at Doyle Park, they 

were singing, “Ching, Ching, Chinamen” or something like that.  And you would come 

home in tears and so that’s why I— 

JB:  See, I don’t remember that-- 

AH:  That’s why I got your father to permit me to sign her up at St. Rose and transfer her 

to St. Rose.   

SD:  OK.  I was going to ask, now, are you Catholic? 

AH:  Yeah, ah huh.  

SD:  Were your parents?  When did Christian faith come into the picture? 

AH:   Well, I was just a convert.  

SD:  Did you know my dad, Deacon Ross?   

AH:  Deacon Ross-- 

SD:  Norman Ross?  He was a Catholic.  The first ordained Catholic deacon. 

AH:  Oh, yeah? 

SD:  In the state of California.   

AH:  Where was he—assigned? 

SD:  Well, he was mostly, actually doing Detention Ministry, and he started Autumn 

Leaves, the little group for senior citizens.  Yeah, he didn’t come to Santa Rosa until 

1974.  He became a Deacon 25 years after he was a private investigator for the first 25, 

and then was ordained in 1974 and moved up here.  He went to Willits and did some 

parish work there and did some work in Occidental. 



JB:  Well, they got married at St. Mary’s in Chinatown in San Francisco. 

SD:  Ah, huh, beautiful.  Big wedding? 

AH:  It was big then.  

JB:  It was big, I’ve seen the wedding pictures, yeah, and a beautiful church.  Have you 

ever seen that church in Chinatown? 

SD:  Yeah. Great.  So, what about festivals here; did the small community, Chinese 

community celebrate, continue to celebrate any festivals, Chinese New Year’s or 

anything like that? 

AH:  Well, they didn’t then, but now they do, because of the RECA. 

SD:  Yeah, the Redwood Empire Chinese Association.  Are you a member? 

AH:  Yeah, I’m a member, life member.  Your brother sent me a life membership.   

JB:  But we use to do it when we were growing up.  Because then my grandparents 

moved up here shortly after my mother got married, then Gung (Chinese word for 

grandfather) from San Francisco, her mother (Alyce’s) and step-father.  So, he, my 

grandfather, who I call my grandfather, though not my biological grandfather, he started 

working at Diamond Meat Market too.  And he loved to cook, this man.  I mean, he use 

to work at a Chinese restaurant in Chinatown so he loved to cook.  So, whenever there 

was any kind of festival, Chinese festival, like New Years, that’s when he could really 

show his skills. And then we would have it at our house, Chinese New Years.  We would 

have just tons of food, or even Christmas or Thanksgiving.  It was fun, and that’s why he 

finally opened the restaurant on Mendocino Avenue.  Once the urban renewal took away 

that part of Fourth Street, and they had to—well, he started that before the market closed.   

SD:  What was the name of the restaurant? 



JB:  Chinese Kitchen on Mendocino Avenue, that was my grandfather and grandmother 

that opened that in ’57 I think.  

SD:  So, Gong Tin Bo?  Do you know him?   

JB & AH:  No., his name was Harry Lee, and my grandmother’s name is Rose Lee. 

SD:  So the Lee’s are related—there were a number of Lee’s.  

JB:  There’s so many Lee’s. 

AH:  Yeah. 

JB:  He, my grandfather, was one of those “paper sons” who came over, you know, and 

he was held on Angel Island for a while.  So, they just made up their birthdays, they 

made up their names, you know, and everything.  So, I don’t really know what his real 

name was.  But, he went by Harry Lee, he went by Harry Louie, he went— 

AH:  Yeah—laughs. 

JB:  You know? 

SD:  Yeah.  Well, and Minnie Wong, Ham Wong, the Wongs— 

AH:  Harry Wong is Song’s brother.  

SD:  Who was Minnie, do you know? 

AH:  Oh, yes, that’s Bob Wong’s mother.  Bob Wong is another Chinese family that live 

here.   

SD:  So, separate Wong family?    

AH:  Yeah, that’s a separate-- 

JB: Yeah, separate family.  He was a mailman, right? 

AH:  He worked for Diamond Market for a while; then he quit and become a mailman.  

JB:  Yeah. 



SD  (looking at photographs of Odd Fellow Cemetery gravesite markers on a laptop 

computer):  See these Chinese characters on Minnie Wong’s; do you have any idea what 

that would say?  

AH:  (Trying to decipher calligraphy) –that’s Wong, that’s Mrs. Wong, that’s her maiden 

name, she was born in Canton.   

SD:  So this is the grave marker for Minnie Wong.  This is at Odd Fellows off Franklin 

Avenue.  

JB:  That was Bob Wong’s mother.  

AH:  Yeah.  

JB:  So his parents must have lived here too. They weren’t related to (unintelligible-

maybe Chinese name for godmother) family? 

AH:  No. 

JB:  No. 

SD:  Now we’re looking at the ivory carvings  -- (looking at photographs of objects from 

the Sonoma County Museum’s Song Wong Bourbeau Collection on a laptop computer) -- 

seven ivory elephants on a wooden pedestal.  Now, would she (Song) have these in her 

home or would she sell some at the restaurant do you think? 

AH:  Oh, no, she won’t sell those.  

SD:  No. 

AH:  She had them in her home.  I think June has them now.  

SD:  These are all part of the collection. 

AH:  Oh, at the museum now.  

SD:  So, how old do you think this piece might be?  



AH:  Oh, gosh.   

SD:  I mean you can’t still get ivory.  

JB:  No, you can’t get ivory, it’s contraband.  

SD:  Right. 

AH:  That’s a beautiful piece.  

JB:  I’d love to have that.  

SD:  Isn’t it beautiful.   

JB:  How big is it?  This big (ten inches). 

SD:  Yes.  So, what do elephants, do you have anything to say about the significance of 

elephants? 

AH:  Well, the trunk has to be up, that means good luck.  If it was, you know, down, 

that’s taboo.   

SD:  Ah, huh, very good.  

JB:  That’s really interesting because in China, elephants aren’t in China.  There are 

Asian elephants, but they’re in India.  So, they somehow appropriated, the Chinese artists 

appropriated the elephant and— 

SD:  This is not, this is an ivory carving of a boat with rowers, but there’s no stand, and 

it’s (the shape at the front of the boat) a dragon, I guess.  

JB:  Do you think these were her parents?  Where did she get these from? 

AH:  Song? 

JB:  Yeah. 

AH:  Oh, must be handed down. 

JB:  Handed down from the family.  



SD:  Now, did you meet her mother?  When— 

AH:  No. 

SD:  No, her mother passed away in ’37 I believe, or ’39, yeah, ’39, so you wouldn’t 

have met her. 

AH:  Do you remember mudmen? 

JB:  She had tons of those guys.  I think she must have sold some of those.  She had tons 

of those, and I don’t know why— 

SD:  This looks like an older piece. 

JB:  She had a lot that were fishermen, and I have a couple of them at my house.  But, 

maybe they were part of an inventory of what she was trying to sell in the store, because, 

at the restaurant on Third Street she had a little retail store. 

AH (pointing to a windowsill with a display of mud men figurines):  She had them--like 

those little figurines, she had them, but she sells them, she has a little counter and she 

sells them.   

SD:  Can you read that (looking at the bottom of an ivory turtle carving), or maybe it’s 

upside down.  

AH:  No, that’s right.   

SD:  Now this would be an ivory piece on the base of it.  

AH:  Oh, on the base.  

SD:  On the base, so maybe it’s just saying the manufacture’s name. 

JB:  Describes what it is.  

SD:  I just thought it could date it somehow.  Now, what about Chinese dolls?  Did you 

play with these as a child?   



JB:  Are they porcelain, the faces? 

SD:  No.  

AH:  No, I don’t remember seeing any dolls? 

JB: Where did she have all this stuff, upstairs in her house?  I never saw these things.  I 

mean-- 

SD:  I’ve run across one account where this woman remembers how her mother would 

take the doll out--every time she wants to tell a story she would always bring out a doll 

and actually tell her, you know, children’s stories using the dolls.   What about these Yin 

and Yang figures? 

AH:  Oh, yeah, she gave me some.   

JB:  That’s Quan Yin.  Isn’t it? 

AH:  Yeah, goddess of Mercy.  

SD:  I can show you—a child’s dragon hat--like a costume.  

JB:  They had that on display at the museum when they did the big exhibit on her.   

SD (to AH):  So, when were you born? 

AH:  1921.  

SD:  1921 in Stockton.  How old were you when you went to San Francisco? 

AH:  Well, I went to China as a child.  When I was about three years old and I didn’t 

come back to the states until I was around nine.  So, I spent all those years in China.  And 

when we came back, we lived in San Francisco.   

SD:  That was an exciting time in China, wasn’t it?  It was right after the revolution and 

feminism was actually taking hold there rather swiftly compared to the United States.  



JB:  Well, what was funny was that her mother married this guy when she was here and 

had my mother and her older brother, he was two years older, Harry was two years older, 

and he didn’t tell her that he had a second wife back in China, his first wife was back in 

China.  So, then he decided to take the whole family back to China, and then they 

discovered there was this other wife that didn’t take kindly to the idea.  Eventually my 

grandmother came back to the states with the two kids, but he stayed there.  

SD:  Oh, my gosh—(to AH) well, then your mother was such a strong, independent 

woman. 

AH:  Yeah. 

JB:  Yeah, she made her way back here.  

SD:  That says a lot, doesn’t it?  It was just the opportunity was much better here even 

though it could be a struggle and challenge.  

AH:  Well, the fist wife was really very mean to her, so she was desperate to get out.   

SD:  Ah, yeah. What about this (looking at photograph of dominoes) they say this is a 

children’s game?  What is this game--of dominoes, like 

AH:  Yeah, dominoes. 

SD:  It’s just, and is there a Chinese name for this game?   

AH:  Pai-gow I think. 

SD:  Yeah, it’s pai-gow, huh? 

AH:  Yeah, pai-gow 

JB:  You mean like what they play in Reno-- a card game 

AH:  Yeah. 

JB:  Oh, my goodness. 



SD:  So, it’s inaccurate to say it’s a child’s game, because, pai-gow is very difficult to 

play, I think, because the dealer is very quick and you have to beat the dealer and they 

make it very difficult to play.  

AH:  I don’t know anything about that game.   

SD:  But, Mah Johng, which we don’t have any pictures of right now, can you talk about 

how you play that? 

AH:  Oh, yeah, ah huh.  

SD:  Is that with dice, or--? 

AH:  No, it’s with tiles.   

JB:  Mah johng is pretty easy; it’s a lot like Gin Rummy, trying to get like three of a kind, 

or a sequence, like different suits, so you have ah—and she loves to play with her lady 

friends every Wednesday she likes to play Mah Johng.  

AH (Looking at a photograph of calligraphy on metal):  Is that a plate? 

SD:  This is the side of an incense burner.  This was in the temple.  

AH:  Oh, in the temple. 

SD:  Is it possible to read that? 

AH:  Some words. I don’t know all of them.   

SD:  Just whatever you can read, generally what it’s about? 

AH:  Some are the year.   

SD:  What year? 

AH:  You know what, if you can make a copy of that there is a lady in our group that 

really can read the Chinese and she can, you know, read the characters, and she can show 

you what the thing is all about.  



SD:  Yeah, I would like that very much, because there are some other pieces, actually 

there are a number of pieces, I don’t know, maybe ten, that have enough writing on them 

that it would really be helpful and interesting. For instance, now— 

JB:  There’s somebody in RECA that could probably— 

SD:  Here’s the altar cloth I was talking about.   

AH:  Oh, my God, isn’t that beautiful. 

SD:  Now, was that hanging up in her house? It’s really long. 

AH:  No, she had it packed away.  

SD:  It is just gorgeous, but it’s fifteen feet, I don’t know, like ten feet.  It was just really 

long, it was longer than the table, I had to do it in sections.  And there is writing on that 

as well.  But, there is a piece of parchment, (interrupted searching for photograph of red 

paper with calligraphy), so apparently it was— 

AH:  Something about March— 

SD:  It was good luck to have red. 

JB:  Red is a good luck color.  

SD:   And white is— 

JB:  White is mourning.   

SD:  You never want white.  And in gambling it was taboo to have white paper, for 

gambling?  I don’t know— 

JB:  I don’t know but red is the color of celebration and good times.  

AH:  Yeah, if you make a copy I will show it to the ladies.  

SD:  OK.  That’s great.  



JB:  We have a set of dishes that belonged to Song, and I didn’t realize at the time we got 

them that they were all hand painted, so I had them appraised.  And when the guy, the 

appraiser came to the house he said that is the most extensive collection of this particular 

China pattern that I’ve ever seen.  And he told me the whole history of it, he said they 

date from about 1890 because they all have “Made in China” stamped on the back.  And 

he said before that, if they don’t have that, then they are even older.  I mean that stamp 

that says, “Made in China.”  And he told me it was used for ballast in ships that use to 

come from China. 

AH:  Used for what? 

JB:  In the ships, in the bottom ships, in the big ships that would come from China they’d 

have to put more weight down on the bottom so that the ship would ride and be stable.  

So, they just loaded it with pieces of China and because, when I got this collection it has 

like egg cups, it has sugar and creamer, it has things that Chinese people don’t use, so I 

couldn’t figure out why in the world these pieces were part of the collection and that’s 

what he told me.  But, she had this incredible collection, that June, her sister-in-law was 

going to give to the Goodwill. 

SD:  Ah, no.  

JB:  Yeah, 

AH:  I said, “Oh, no, June.”   

SD:  I should photograph some of those pieces.  

JB:  So, they’re all at my house.  And we boxed them up, we brought them back to the 

house, they stayed out in our barn for a few months and then I said to David—you know, 

we were just putting them in the boxes after she died, we were trying to clean the house 

quickly, so we just put them in these boxes, they sat out there and they’re getting really 



dusty, we really should clean these up.  And so we brought them into the house and, you 

know, as we were washing them, I said, geez, these all look like they’re hand painted.  

And I really didn’t know the history of them or anything.  My mother said that she had 

never seen Song use them, ever, they were just in a cupboard in her house.  So, we 

cleaned them all up, and now I have them, we have them in this China cabinet.  

(side two of the 60 minute tape) 

SD:  With Gaye LeBaron, she (Song) talks about her baby brother Harry.  She just seems 

so full of love for her baby Harry.  So, is June, Harry’s wife?  

JB & AH:  Yeah.  

SD:  And Harry’s past away?   

JB:  He died within a year, or year an a half when she (Song) did.  But, he worked for 

Trader Joe’s, not Trader Joe’s, Trader Vics, so, he—they were in all different places 

around the country, back in New York for a while, I think, so, he really wasn’t around as 

an adult much.  Then they did end up coming back here.  And June would be her only 

direct relative now.  So, but, she plays Mah Johng with my mother.  You should go to the 

Mah Johng group, you’d find some interesting people.  

SD:  Yeah, well, do you think they would like to see some of these pictures?  Talk to me? 

AH:  No. 

JB:  (looking at the gravestones again).  Names differentiate between your mother’s older 

brother and your mother’s younger brother has a different name. To designate he’s your 

mother’s older brother, or he’s your mother’s younger brother, your mother’s older sister, 

your mother’s younger sister or whatever.  So, I guess Jam Poy, in this case, signifies that 

he was her mother’s brother somehow, not necessarily his name, in other words.  



But I remember him, he was ah—I don’t know how old, but he was your stereo--, what 

people, your stereotypical Chinese character.  He use to just shuffle around, you know, he 

had this old, dark robe and he had this real stringy go-tee.  He just use to scare the 

(inaudible) out of me.  He was just sort of spooky. And, of course, he never really said 

very much.  I’m not sure he understood English.  So, whenever we would go to visit my 

godparents at their restaurant I just sort of stayed back when I saw him coming.  And it 

wasn’t that he was mean, it was just, you know, I just couldn’t relate to him.  He was just 

sort of this specter that came out of the back of the restaurant.  (Talking to her mother) 

Did he live there?  Did he live at the restaurant? 

AH:  Not at the restaurant, after Song, after they moved from Third Street to Fifth, they 

converted one of the garages, that was his living quarters.  

SD:  Did they have a couple of homes next door? 

AH:  Yeah—three.  

JB:  They had three.  You know where Fremont Park is, right behind Santa Rosa Middle 

School.  There are only two houses there, but there was a third house where the parking 

lot is, they’ve got a fence there between the bank, the parking lot of the bank-- 

SD:  So, it’s not Fifth Street.  

JB:  It is Fifth Street.  It’s the back of—I don’t know it use to be Great Western Savings 

or Washington Mutual, I don’t know.  

AH:  Washington Mutual. 

JB:   Washington Mutual.  She bought those three houses.  And she told me this funny 

story.  Because, I guess she had two of them and she really wanted the third one and, of 

course, everybody loved her, you know, and some guy wanted to buy and he was 



convinced that he was going to buy it before she did.  She told me that she knocked on 

the back door, and she new the manager of the bank, and he let her in the back and she 

was able to buy it before this guy came in the front door.  She told me that story and she 

had this big grin on her face.  It was just wonderful.  She was really business smart, I 

mean she was a real smart woman, I think I didn’t realize how smart she was until I was 

much older.   

SD:  Business Woman of the Year in 1971. 

AH & JB:  Yeah.  She was real sharp.  

SD:  That’s quite an accomplishment that early.  Well, you know, she’s got stories 

about—her name is Song, so, that’s a boys name and everybody thought she was a boy 

when she was growing up and her mother made her clothes for her, maybe they were not 

dresses, maybe she dressed more like a boy.  And so when, it sounds like when she was 

very little, people from other Chinatowns would come visit because her father had a 

boarding house, they would think she was a little boy and they would do their gambling 

and their opium smoking around her and, you know, they didn’t think anything of it, 

because she wasn’t a little girl, she was a little boy, and she blended in, and she even 

talks about some big fights in the alley and all that sort of thing.  I guess at school too, I 

don’t know, if they thought she was a boy or girl— 

AH:  I don’t know that part. 

SD:  I’m thinking maybe, because you’re talking—she was born in 1909, that’s quite 

early, and if her mother was the only other Chinese woman in Chinatown, or at least, 

there weren’t very many.  It was probably safer to be thought of as a boy.  Don’t you 

think? 



AH:  As a boy, yeah.  I guess so.  

JB:  Yeah--.  

SD:  All male population-- 

THE END 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX E 
 

JADE SNOW WONG’S CONSENT FOR USE OF COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL 

 



APPENDIX F 

SONG WONG BOURBEAU COLLECTION ACCESSION LIST COMPILED IN 1995 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 





 

  

 

 

  



APPENDIX G 

SANBORN INSURANCE COMPANY MAPS 

 

Figure 73.  1885 Sanborn Insurance map, Chinese Washhouse at Tannery, Madison and 
Sixth streets. 
 

 
Figure 74.  1908 Sanborn map, Chinese Washhouse at Sixth Street Tannery. 



  
Figure 75.  1885 Sanborn shows two Chinese washhouses on Wilson between Third and 
Fourth streets.  Please note that Figures 74 and 75 are not oriented the same. 
 
 
 

 
Figure 76.  1893 Sanborn no longer shows Chinese washhouses on Wilson Street. 

 

 



 
Figure 77.  1888 Sanborn shows Chinese Quarters at Santa Rosa Packing Co. on Sixth 
and Jefferson streets. 
 

 
Figure 78.  1908 Sanborn no longer shows the Chinese Quarters at the Cannery. 



 

Figure 79.   1893 Sanborn shows Chinese Bunk next to creek behind Hunt Bros. Packing 

 

 
Figure 80.  1888 Sanborn notes where Chinese buildings are to be removed. 
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